
INTERNATIONAL INCE  
MINUTES OF THE 39th MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

SUNDAY, 2013 SEPTEMBER 15 
INNSBRUCK, AUSTRIA 

 
1. Opening: 

The 39th meeting of the General Assembly of the International Institute of Noise Control Engineers 
was opened at 13:05 on Sunday, 2013 September 15 by President J. Scheuren at the Hotel Grauer 
Bär Seminarraum 3, in Innsbruck Austria.  

  
2. Roll Call: The roll call of the Member’s Societies was conducted by response sheets.   

 
Representatives of the following Member Societies were present: 
Australia:  Australian Acoustical Society 
Austria: Österreichische Arbeitsring für Lärmbekämpfung 
Belgium: Association Belge des Acousticiens / Belgische Akoestische Vereniging 
Brazil Pro Acustics 
Canada: Canadian Acoustical Association. 
Czech Republic: Czech Acoustical Society 
Denmark: Danish Acoustical Society 
Europe INCE/Europe 
Germany: Deutsche Gesellschaft für Akustik 
Germany: NALS im DIN und VDI 
Hong Kong: Hong Kong Institute of Acoustics 
Hungary: OPAKFI 
Italy Associazione Italiana de Acustica 
Japan: Acoustical Society of Japan 
Japan: INCE/Japan 
Korea: Korean Society for Noise and Vibration Engineering 
Norway: Acoustical Society of Norway 
Portugal: Sociedade Portuguesa de Acustica 
Singapore: The Environmental Engineering. Society of Singapore 
Slovakia: Slovak Acoustical Society 
Spain: Sociedad Espanola de Acustica 
Sweden: Swedish Acoustical Society 
Turkey: Turkiish Acoustical Society 
United Kingdom: Institute of Acoustics 
United States: Acoustical Society of America 
United States: Institute of Noise Control Engineering of the USA 
 
Absent: 
Brazil: Sociedade Brasileira de Acustica 
Chile: SOCHA 
China: Acoustical Society of China 
Finland: Acoustical Society of Finland 
France: Societe Francaise d’ Acoustique 
Korea: Acoustical Society of Korea 



Lithuania: Lithuanian Acoustical Society 
Mexico: Instituto Mexicana de Acustica 
Netherlands: Nederlands Akoestisch Genootschap 
New Zealand: New Zealand Acoustical Society 
Poland: Committee on Acoustics - Polish Academy of Sciences 
Romania: Academia Romana Comisia d’Acoustica 
Russia Eastern European Acoustical Association 
Slovenia: Slovenian Acoustical Society 
Switzerland: Schweizeriche Gesellschaft Fur Akustic (SGA-SSA) 

 
3. Adoption of the Agenda: 

The Secretary General gave a brief summary of the agenda of the meeting and noted several minor 
typographical errors in the draft Agenda. President Scheuren asked if there were any additional 
items for the agenda. Hearing none, the Agenda was finalized, approved and is appended as 
Attachment 1. 

 
4. Approval of the minutes of the 38th Meeting held in New York, New York, USA, 2012 August 

19: 
President Scheuren asked for any comments or suggestions for the minutes of the 2012 General 
Assembly meeting. Hearing none, the minutes were approved as written. 
 

5. Report of the President 
President Scheuren reported on the current initiatives of the International Institute of Noise Control 
Engineering.  
 
I-INCE is approaching its 40th anniversary. It serves as a federation of the acoustical and noise 
control engineering societies around the world. It has a significant role in providing leadership to the 
technical community particularly through the INTER-NOISE congress series and the I-INCE 
Symposia. During his term as President of I-INCE, President Scheuren will seek to increase the 
activity level of the Member Societies. Beginning this year, the I-INCE leadership plans to reassess 
our activities. We will be looking at several new initiatives including making an on-line database of 
all INTER-NOISE congress papers available to the members of Member Societies, contributing to 
an effort to create a documentary film about the effects of noise, identifying new Member Societies 
and reviewing and revising the I-INCE Vision, Mission, and Goals.  

 
President Scheuren reported on the elections of Officers and members of the Board of Directors 
conducted the previous day at the Board of Directors meeting. The Officers and Directors of I-INCE 
for the year 2014 and their terms of office are listed in Attachment 8.  
 
President Scheuren reported on INTER-NOISE series planning: 

− INTER-NOISE 2014, will be held in Melbourne, Australia during the 
period 2014 November 16-19. 

− INTER-NOISE 2015 will be held in San Francisco, CA, USA during the 
period 2015 August 9-12. 

− INTER-NOISE 2016 will be held in Hamburg, Germany during the period 
2016 August 21-24. 



− For INTER-NOISE 2017, three informal proposals were reviewed by the 
Congress Selection Committee from the Asia-Pacific Region from 
Member Societies in South Korea, Hong Kong and Singapore. All three 
proposals have been invited to present formal proposals at next year’s 
Congress Selection Committee. 

− INTER-NOISE 2018 will be held in the Pan American Region.  Informal 
proposals for INTER-NOISE 2018 will be reviewed in 2014 at the 
Congress Selection Committee meeting in Melbourne, Australia. 

 
6. Report of the Secretary General:  

 
The Secretary General reported that there have been two new member applications for member 
status with I-INCE. The organization Asociacion de Acusticos Argentinos (AdAA) has requested 
admission to Observer status. The VP Membership, S. Gerges, and the I-INCE Secretariat have 
received complete documentation of the legal status of AdAA and a description of its activities. The 
Board of Directors has reviewed the application and recommends approval of the application 
request. There were no questions. President Scheuren asked for a vote to admit AdAA to 
membership in I-INCE. The vote of the delegates present was unanimous in support of the 
application.  
 
The VP Membership, S. Gerges, has also been in correspondence with Acoustical Society of 
Nigeria who has indicated a desire to be admitted to Observer status in I-INCE. The required 
documentation has not yet been received describing legal status and activities. However, the Board 
of Directors recommended to the General Assembly that Observer status be approved for the 
Nigerian society when those documents are received and have been judged to be complete. 
President Scheuren asked for comment related to the conditional approval of the request. Hearing 
none, the recommendation was accepted.  
 
The Secretary General reported that there are currently no issues related to running the Secretariat.  
The University of Notre Dame has been highly supportive of hosting the Secretariat. He requested 
that the delegates assist with communications with the Member Societies.  
 

7. Report of the Treasurer:  
The Treasurer gave a report on the 2012 audited accounts.  The information is shown in 
Attachment 2.  The Treasurer showed the budget for the current year, 2013.  The budget is shown 
in Attachment 3.  The Treasurer reported on the 2014 Budget as approved by the Board of 
Directors.  It is shown in Attachment 4. 2014 Member dues will remain the same as 2013 dues.   

8. Membership of the Congress Selection Committee  
President J. Scheuren reviewed the current membership of the Congress Selection Committee 
(CSC) as well as the terms that were expiring.  Three terms expire at the end of 2013, B. 
Schulte-Fortkamp, S. Gerges and J. Cuschieri. Both B. Schulte-Fortkamp and S. Gerges have served 
on the CSC for more than 6 years. In keeping with new Rules that were proposed by the Board to the 
General Assembly, in the future, no member of the CSC will serve more than 6 years. A slate of 
candidates for the CSC was developed by the CSC Nominating Committee consisting of the 
President and Regional Vice-presidents. The slate consisted of J. Cuschieri, J. Yung and J. Patricio. 
The President asked for nominations. J. Thompson was nominated from the floor. The General 



Assembly conducted a written ballot to elect three candidates from the slate of four nominees. J. 
Cuschieri and J. Yung were elected on the first ballot. A second written ballot was used to elect J. 
Patricio as the third newly elected member of the CSC.  

9. Report on INTER-NOISE 2013, Innsbruck, Austria 
Congress President W. Talasch gave a report on the status of INTER-NOISE 2013 as of September 
15.  He reported that there had been between 1265 registrants including 185 students.  He reported 
that there had been 799 papers submitted which were organized into 12 parallel sessions.  The 
exhibition included 53 vendors. 400 individuals had paid for banquet tickets. W. Talasch gave a 
brief overview of the budget and reported that the congress was likely to show a profit.  
 

10. Report on INTER-NOISE 2014, Melbourne, Australia 
M. Burgess gave a brief report on preparations for INTER-NOISE 2014 including congress venue, 
hotel accommodations, exhibition layout, timeline and plans for publicity. Detailed information is 
available at the congress website at www.internoise2014.com.    
 

11. I-INCE Governance 
W. Lang presented a proposed change to I-INCE Rules, Part 3, Congress Selection Committee that 
would limit service on the committee to two consecutive terms or six consecutive years. The 
proposed changes are appended as Attachment 5. The proposed change was approved without 
discussion.  
 

12. Report of the Vice President for Technical Activities 
Vice President for Technical Activities, R. Singh, reported on the technical activities of the I-INCE.  
His presentation is appended as Attachment 6. His report included progress summaries of Technical 
Study Groups, the Young Professional’s Program, I-INCE Symposia, and the Future Congress 
Technical Planning (FCTP) meeting. In particular, R. Singh noted the actions of the Board of 
Directors to disband TSG1 with our gratitude for their efforts, authorize 5000 Euro support for an 
I-INCE Symposium to be held in San Francisco, and authorize 15 awards at 600 Euros each to 
support the Young Professionals program and 1000 Euros for the Young Professionals Workshop.   

 
13. Report of the I-INCE Vice President for Communications 

G. Maling, and others, reported on various topics related to I-INCE communications. He reported 
that a report had been prepared on the 2012 Motorcycle Noise Workshop. C. Burroughs gave a brief 
report about the Noise Control Engineering Journal, including that the journal had received 48 
submissions to date toward its goal of 100 submissions for the year. J. Thompson gave the annual 
report about Noise News International. The presentation materials are included as Attachment 7. D. 
Manvell gave a status report on the Board activity to make all INTER-NOISE papers dating back to 
1972 available on-line. The report resulted in discussion with the delegates who were generally 
supportive of the concept presented. D. Manvell projected that a final proposal would be available 
for member action within the next year.  

 
14. General Assembly 

J. Scheuren summarized his reflections on the role of the General Assembly as the incoming 
President of I-INCE. His intent is to encourage greater participation and contribution. He asked for 
suggestions and feedback from the delegates. Two items were raised; a better balloting process for 
election of CSC members and more distribution of information to active participants in I-INCE 

http://www.internoise2014.com/


activities.  
 
15. Other Business 

A. Brumme was invited to speak to the delegates about a film documentary project currently in 
development referred to as “In Pursuit of Silence”. The documentary would be approximately 90 
minutes in length. The production company is seeking financial support and is offering certain 
benefits to sponsors depending on the level of support. The delegates discussed the benefits of a 
widely distributed public production of a quieter world and the challenges of keeping the project 
focused on technical issues. The members of the Board of Directors present thanked the delegates 
for their input.  
 

16. Next Meeting 
The 2014 meeting of the General Assembly of I-INCE is tentatively planned for a location to be 
determined in Melbourne, Australia on 2014 November 16 from 13.00 – 15.30.   

17. Close 
 The meeting was adjourned at 16.15 by President Scheuren.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Robert J. Bernhard 
Secretary General 
 
Approved: 2014 November 16 
  



18. Time and place of the next meeting 
The Secretary General announced that the next meeting of the I-INCE General Assembly will be in 
Innsbruck, Austria at the Congress venue at 13.00 on 2013 September 15. 

19. Closing of the meeting 
I-INCE President Daigle adjourned the 38th meeting of the I-INCE General Assembly.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Robert J. Bernhard 

Secretary-General  
Approved: 2013 September 15
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Attachment 8: 2014 Officers and Directors of I-INCE 

President J. Scheuren (2015) 
President – elect M Burgess (2015) 
Secretary General R. Bernhard (2015) 
Treasurer J-P. Clairbois (2015) 
Vice President – Europe-Africa L. Maffei (2015) 
Vice President – Asia Pacific J. Tian (2014) 
Vice President – Pan America S. Hambric (2015) 
Vice President – Communications G. Maling (2015) 
Vice President – Global Noise Policy T. Kihlman (2015) 
Vice President – Development D. Holger (2015) 
Vice President – Technical Activities R. Singh (2014) 
Vice President – Rules & Governance W. Lang (2015) 
Vice President for Internal Communications  
and Webmaster J. Cuschieri (2014) 
Vice President – Membership S. Gerges (2015) 
Past President G. Daigle (2012) 
Director, INTER-NOISE 2008 J. Tian (2014) 
Director, INTER-NOISE 2010 J. Patricio (2016) 
Director, INTER-NOISE 2011 I. Yamada (2017) 
Director, INTER-NOISE 2012 S. Hambric (2015) 
Director, INTER-NOISE 2013 W. Talasch (2016) 
Director at Large D. Manvell (2014) 
Director at Large Y.H. Kim (2014) 
Director at Large P. Donovan (2014) 
Distinguished Board Member H. Tachibana (2013) 

 


